** CURTIS

200 guineas. The Defendant, who was charged with man-
slaughter, had to contend with considerable local feeling,
and the evidence of police and other witnesses estimated
his speed at 65 miles an hour, and asserted that after the
accident he had said: " I might have taken it too fast."

There was applause when witnesses made statements
inimical to the Defendant. Curtis made considerable
capital out of the fact that one witness, a district councillor,
was well known locally as a critic of the speed of motor-
cars passing through the village of Baldock. The most
damaging witnesses were members of one family. One
of them admitted that he had said that he would have
liked to have been on the jury. Several young mem-
bers of the family gave evidence, and one of them said
that the car had " come up the hill in a flash." Curtis
smiled to himself and took out his watch. " I will count
the seconds on my watch/* he said, " and I want you
to tell me how long it took the car to travel from the
cross-roads to the top of the hill." The witness stopped
him at the third second, " Thank you," said Curtis.
"As the distance was 250 yards, from your description,
the car must have been travelling at 180 miles an hour! "

But in spite of his destruction of the evidence against his
client, and a strong plea that he was the victim of local
feeling, the Defendant'was sentenced to twelve months*
imprisonment for manslaughter. If he had wanted, Curtis
could have made much more of the plea that local feeling
had assisted in his conviction. He received anonymous
communications on black-lined paper, of which the follow-
ing is an example : ". . . And Christ took little children
in His arms and blessed them, and said Whoso offendeth
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